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LYTTLEWHAKKER, LIONEL JAMES

Cardiac and respiratory failure

Anticholinergic Toxicity

Possible poisoning

72 year-old male with a history of renal and liver disease was receiving home health care due to 
difficulty with mobility and self care.   He was reported to have received regular herbal 
treatments in addition to prescribed medications.  

Autopsy shows stage II renal disease, and mild-moderate liver damage.  Neither condition is 
judged to have contributed to his death. Visual inspection revealed red skin, primarily on the 
face and neck, as well as high mucosal viscosity in the mouth and nasal passages (dry mouth).

Cardiac and respiratory musculature showed evidence of paralysis at the time of death.

Stomach contents included partially digested lentils, carrots and crushed leaves of unknown 
origin.  Subject is estimated to have eaten within 2 hours of death.

In my opinion, Lionel Lyttlewhakker died from cardiac and respiratory failure as a consequence 
of acute anticholinergic toxicity, due likely to intentional or inadvertent ingestion of a substance 
containing a lethal concentration of alkyloids.  Depending on the substance consumed, 
concentrations as low as 20-40 ng/ml could be considered lethal.
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